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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine significance of an environmental index on geographical and
geological conditions in Shinto shrines. A study on earthquake recognition before modern age reveals
that an image of alignment linking with some places on earthquake damage had been expressed in
words like “suji” 5 and “myaku” fIk. The geographical and geological conditions of Shinto shrines
along the fault shows that these shrines are constructed on the escarpment of not only the basement
rock but also the covering layer bulged by the fault. This means that Shinto shrines along the fault,
which especially located on the escarpment of the covering layer, could represent the environmental
index of marking on a noteworthy place. Such environmental indices could be inherited by

preservation in Shinto shrines with their settings including behind forests.
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