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Abstract :

In the context of contemporary Japanese music institutions, where compositional practices are
often tied to formalized genres and evaluative frameworks, this study investigates the possibility of
a new form of musical coexistence through collaboration between non-human-oriented automatic
music systems—referred to by the author as "zombie music"—and trained human performers.

This study investigates the possibility of a new form of musical coexistence through collaboration
between non-human-oriented automatic music systems— referred to by the author as "zombie
music"— and trained human performers. Unlike traditional automatic music that operates within
familiar tonal frameworks, zombie music generates unfamiliar sonic structures through hand-
crafted machines, deliberately deviating from normative musical expectations. This project aims to
examine how such sonic deviations interact with the normative bodies of human performers,
especially when mediated through percussion, wind instruments, and voice. The research combines
both theoretical investigation— drawing from studies on historical automatic instruments and
institutional critique—and practical experimentation. Theoretical frameworks include sociological
institutionalism, Michel Foucault’ s disciplinary power, and Th.W. Adorno’ s critique of cultural
production. The ultimate goal is to create compositional practices that destabilize and expose the

internalized norms of musical systems from within.
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